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NUMERACY: 

 

A definition of numeracy from the Literacy Numeracy Framework 

 

“Numeracy is an essential life skill and learners need to be able to apply this skill 

across the curriculum in different subject areas, and in real life contexts. 

Mathematics is a part of numeracy, but to be numerate means you are able to 

apply some of these mathematical skills in many more contexts than in 

mathematics lessons and across several subject areas. It is therefore our 

expectation that all teachers will be teachers of numeracy. 

 

To help distinguish  between  numeracy  and  mathematics,  we  have  defined 

numeracy in the following way for the purposes of this programme: 

 

Identifying and applying numerical reasoning skills in order to 

solve a problem, and carrying out the numerical procedures which 

enable people to work out and show their solutions” 

 

 

(National Numeracy Programme, September 2012) 
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Aims of Numeracy Policy 

The whole school Numeracy Policy aims to: 

 develop, maintain and improve numeracy standards across the school; 

 offer a framework for coordinating numeracy teaching and learning 
across the curriculum; 

 allow learners to transfer skills, information and understanding between 

subjects; 

 use assessment for learning to ensure that learners progress is tracked and 
monitored 

   support assessment, recording and reporting on consistent learning. 
 

This policy was revised to assist us to respond to the requirements of the National 

Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF). 

 

EXPECTATIONS OF THE LNF: 

 

Teachers in every subject should use a range of tasks and contexts that will offer 

learners a way to develop their numeracy skills in a meaningful way. 

 

 At Ysgol y Grango, we consider that all teachers either as a class tutor or 

subject teacher are responsible for developing and evaluating the numeracy 

skills of our pupils. 

 Learners are expected to adjust and extend their numeracy skills across 
every subject area. 

 

The Literacy and Numeracy Framework offers a set of aims that are relevant 

across the curriculum and which are to be incorporated in all subjects. 

Consistency in teaching numeracy will enable learners to develop strategies 

and adapt them when dealing with different contexts.



  2.66 

 

Numeracy across the curriculum: This means... 

 

Developing numerical reasoning 

This strand focuses on three elements. 

  Identify processes and connections. 

  Represent and communicate. 

  Review 

 

Using number skills 

  Use number facts and relationships. 

  Fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio 

  Calculate using mental and written methods 

  Estimate and check. 

  Manage money 

 

Using measuring skills 

   Length, weight/mass, capacity. 

   Time. 

   Temperature 

   Area and volume. Angle and position 

 

Using data skills 

   Collect and record data. 

   Present and analyse data. 

   Interpret results 
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When developing numeracy across the curriculum we aim to: 

 Differentiate to ensure an appropriate challenge for every pupil whatever 
their ability; 

 Consolidate pupil’s ability to adapt to different situations confidently and 

adapt their numeracy skills appropriately to their ability; 

 Ensure progression to create the conditions for every pupil to reach or 
exceed their targets; 

 Ensure that all the teaching staff understand the common methods that are 

used to teach numeracy e.g. 

 the use of mathematical language 

 teaching basic mental calculations 

 teaching written calculations effectively 

 the use of calculators 


